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September 7-12th in NYC — Kourosh Mahboubian Fine Art returns to 
SPRING/BREAK Art Show to showcase artist Ana Garcés Kiley in her solo 
presentation, A Fly in the Garden. 

Ana Garcés Kiley’s naked figures whisper the ambiguous secrets of bodies 
in transformation: from creation, through decay to rebirth, at once 
beautiful and vulgar, celebrating a temporal cycle of possibilities between 
male and female, form and formlessness, darkness and light, innocence 
and carnal knowledge… 
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Pictured Above: Entre El Aliento y Saliva IV, 2007  
Pictured Left: Entre El Aliento y Saliva V, 2007  
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A FLY IN THE GARDEN: 
Curatorial Statement 

Negative space generates figures that transubstantiate the opacity of traditional 
painting into light transparencies that whisper the ambiguous secrets of bodies in 
transformation, seeking their essence and taking delight in their earthly existence. The 
figures, like wisps and ghosts that mirror the human form, transition from creation, 
through decay to rebirth, at once beautiful and vulgar, celebrating a temporal cycle of 
possibilities between male and female, form and formlessness, darkness and light, 
innocence and carnal knowledge.  
  
In Ana Garcés Kiley’s multi-dimensional imagery, the beautiful transience of the fly 
intermingles with the cyclical flows of bodily fluids, the liquid blooms of organza 
suggesting a living body in motion, in metamorphosis, becoming multiple in their 
indeterminacy. The result is a celebration of the emptiness that enables possibility, a 
joyous revelry in nothingness that opens to possibility and darkness that precedes 
creation. 
  
Layers of plexiglass and polyester stand as transparently framed 3D paintings, 
defying visitors’ expectations of what paintings are supposed to be and what they can 
do. Traditional painting materials and techniques are opaque. The canvas is typically 
mounted against a gallery wall with only one side visible to viewers. Garcés Kiley 
overturns this practice with free-standing works, visible from all sides, that offer 
windows into permutation and transubstantiation. Familiar figures become 
transfigured in relation to the content, creating ambiguous movements that convey 
the flow of life and point beyond themselves to a greater cycle of beginning, end, and 
renewal. 
  
Garcés Kiley brings Lutradur and organza together with ink to create figures in the 
midst of transcendence. According to Scholastic theologians, the essence of a thing 
was predetermined in the mind of God and the object came into existence according 
to this plan. The essence thus existed prior to the object and informed its creation, 
determining its development along definitive lines. In stark contrast to this Medieval 
formula, the wisps and whispers floating through Garcés Kiley’s exhibit seek their 
essence as they form. They spread the word, gossiping of radical possibilities beyond 
pre-formed expectations of bodily appearance. 
The solid body becomes fluid, its density thins, its heaviness becomes light in 
plexiglass frames. These unexpected bodies offer mirrors in which we see ourselves – 
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what we expect in one sense, a figure with arms and legs – but the figures overflow 
these bounds, becoming sensuously overwhelming, demanding double- and triple-
takes to determine the nature of the thing. There are no blueprints that would unlock 
a hidden form. There is surface, empty space, the depth of the work created by 
transparent layers rather than through opacity and overdetermined thickness. 
  
In the miracle of transubstantiation, the essence of the Blood and Body of Christ are 
said to enter into the wine and bread, leaving them unchanged in appearance, but 
fundamentally reconstituted within. Like the painting of a miracle, the work of Garcés 
Kiley strives to make the intangible tangible, to transubstantiate the invisible into the 
visible. For Garcés Kiley, the bodily appearance – its surface – is the site of 
transubstantiation. It suggests, in hushed tones passed along an organza grapevine, 
that the body generates its own essence in the flows and eddies of its ambiguous 
movement. Male and female mix together, become mingled, become one, become 
each other, come together, a moving essence that never settles or refuses settling in 
favor of an ecstatic diaspora. They are bodies whose excesses overflow ready 
identification, cycling between innocence and carnal knowledge, frolicking naked in 
the Garden of Eden or that of Earthly Delights, only to find resolution in rebirth.  
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Pictured Right: That Which Exceeds The Possibility 
of Seeing What Is Intolerable to See, 2016  

Presented by Kourosh Mahboubian Fine Art  
As a part of SPRING/BREAK Art Show 
September 7-12th, 2022 
Booth 1022 

https://www.instagram.com/kmahboubianfineart/
http://instagram.com/artnovel
https://www.instagram.com/anagarceskiley/
https://www.instagram.com/springbreakartshow/


THE ARTIST:  
Ana Garcés Kiley 

Born in Colombia in 1974, Ana Garcés Kiley received her BFA from the University of 
Houston, Houston, TX, and an MFA from Columbia University.  

She is the recipient of numerous awards including the AIM Program from the Bronx 
Museum of Art (2016), the Wheeler Foundation Grant, (2007), the Kimbrough Award 
from the Dallas Museum of Art, (2003), the Joan Mitchell MFA Grant, (2000), National 
Hispanic Foundation for the Arts (1999), LeRoy Neiman Center for Print Studies 
Fellowship, (1998), and was a resident artist at the Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts in 
NYC in 2000.  

She has shown in numerous group shows, including the Big Show at Lawndale Art 
Center in Houston, TX, the Museum of the Living Artist in San Diego, CA, Scope 
Miami, PINTA Art Fair, Frederico Seve Gallery, Paul Calendrillo in NYC and in Italy at 
Alberto Peola Gallery.   

Ana Garcés Kiley lives and works in New York City. 

For More Information Click… 

Website 

Instagram 

Email 
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THE CURATOR:  
Kourosh Mahboubian  

Kourosh Mahboubian established Cyrus Gallery in 1988, representing a stable of 
successful artists including Howardena Pindell, Tyrone Mitchell, Maren Hassinger, Joe 
Stefanelli, Leatrice Rose, Yvonne Thomas and Alberto Rizzo among others. The gallery 
also dealt in secondary market works by modern masters and in antiquities.  

In 1993 he shifted from running a mainstream gallery to private dealing, advising, 
curating, and collecting as a specialist in contemporary and emerging art and 
photography. Since then, he has focused his efforts on supporting and encouraging 
the work of emerging and mid-career artists.  

His recent work has included numerous curation projects with such artists such as 
Noah Becker, Kimberly Camp, John Foster, Ana Garcés Kiley, Samantha Joy Groff, 
Anthony Hayden-Guest, Indie 184, Dindga McCannon, Jonathan Rosen, Moises 
Salazar Tlatenchi, Kenny Schachter, and Khari Turner. 

Kourosh Mahboubian is also a Certified Member of the Appraisers Association of 
America and a contributing art writer to various publications.  

For More Information Click… 

Website 

Instagram 

Email 

For press & all other inquiries — including scheduled viewings, artist 
access & interviews or high-res photographs —  please contact  

Kourosh Mahboubian directly:  

Phone/What’s App: +1. 917. 750. 4607  
Email: km@mahboubianfineart.com 
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THE CURATORIAL ADVISOR:  
Suzy Sabla  

Suzy Sabla is a writer, curator, art advisor and the Chief Executive Officer of Art Novel, 
a limited-edition fine art print published based out of Vancouver, BC and NYC. With 
15 years of experience working in the industry managing several galleries and as an 
artist’s agent, Suzy has operated with an astute focus on a collaborative approach to 
the successful career development of emerging and established artists and arts 
entrepreneurs. With Art Novel, it is Suzy’s ambition to continue to champion for 
accessibility in art, through print publishing, art advisory and the expansion of Art 
Novel as an educational resource for its supporters.  

“Throughout my career, I have developed the fundamental belief that the arts will only 
continue to grow in support if the community itself broadens its scope of who is 
watching and listening. As a woman and entrepreneur working in the contemporary art 
world, I am constantly here to address the necessity for accessibility to art and art 
education, for everyone. Always.” 
 
With a BA in Art History from the University of British Columbia, and studies in Post-
Modernism, Clothes & Cultural Conflict, and Creative Writing from Humboldt 
University in Berlin, Germany, Sabla’s breadth of knowledge and interests is vast. 
Ultimately, Suzy’s success is rooted in writing and vision development. Her combined 
love for and knowledge of art history, writing, sales and multi-platform marketing 
strategies have been supported and enhanced through her experience, making her 
an invaluable asset to the proliferated success of whomever and whatever she is 
promoting.  

For More Information Click… 

Website 

Instagram 

Email 
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To purchase tickets for SPRING/BREAK Art Show click here.
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